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Some of the primary events that sharpened the divisions between Britain and the colonialists in the late 1760s and 1770s include; the Townshend crisis, which took place in 1767 when the British government decided to foist new taxes on the Americans (Bailyn, 2017). Charles Townshend the cabinets financial minister convinced the national assembly to foist new taxes on products imported into the colonies and create a board to collect the taxes to reduce smuggling cases. This new set of taxes were met with significant opposition by the Americans who felt that the government was discriminating against them.
The Boston massacre was also a significant event that acuminated the division between the British and the American colonialists. In 1770, a conflict emerged between the British troops and a crowd of Bostonians (Novick et al., 2017). This resulted in a serious tangle that left five people from the Boston crowd dead. A member of the British sons of liberty served to escalate the problem when they disseminated print that showed the British troop firing at the unarmed crowd. This further escalated the tension between the British and the American colonialists.
The other significant contributor to the tension between the British government and the American colonialists was the Tea act. In an attempt to help the British East India company that was struggling financially, the British government offered preferential treatment in the tax collection (Bonwick, 2017). They allowed the company to sell tea at prices that destabilized the American merchants who imported their tea from the Dutch. This led to a confrontation because the colonialists who felt that the British government restricted the people, they could conduct trade with. The colonialists also felt like the East India company was using its affiliation with the British government to sell their tea, which was considered unfair.
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